「我的兒子只活了80分鐘, 但他拯救了很多生命。」
這對夫婦在懷孕時已經知悉胎兒患上先天無腦無脊髓畸形, 導致胎兒的顱骨及頭腦不齊全, 醫學上是暫時無法治癒的, 醫生亦預言孩子出生後會很快死亡。 但他們沒有選擇墮胎, 決意要把胎兒誕下, 並為此做好一切的準備。
孩子在出生後80分鐘死去, 父母把他有用的器官, 甚至整個身體全部捐出作為學術研究。  其後收到研究人員報告該等研究幫助了不同的病者及其他醫學用, 是對他們失去兒子的最大安慰。 由此而治癒了他們喪子之痛。

My Son Only Lived for 80 Minutes, but He Helped Save Many Lives
https://themighty.com/2015/04/anencephaly-and-child-loss-one-moms-experience/
#保護胎兒  #墮胎
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By Bethany Conkel - Contributor
His life was brief. Only 80 short minutes. There was nothing we could do to save him. No procedures could fix the missing parts of his skull or brain (a condition known asanencephaly). We could only love him, celebrate his existence, and embrace the time we had with him.
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We did everything we could to make the most of his life, but since we could not prevent his death, we wanted to embrace that as well. To do this, we chose to allow our son to give back by participating in organ, tissue and whole body donation.
After our sweet boy passed, he was able to donate his liver, pancreas, umbilical cord blood, core blood from his heart, a skin sample and his whole body, all for various research studies. Due to his size and condition he did not qualify to donate for transplant, but we were more than happy to donate to research.
Although it is not very common to learn how donations to research are used, we were blessed to receive feedback about all of his gifts. This brought us comfort, healing, and joy to our hearts. His liver helped researchers who are trying to find a cure for cirrhosis and various liver diseases. His pancreas went to study type 1 diabetes, specifically hoping to treat children who have this condition. His cord blood went to researchers who are investigating the causes of anencephaly, the condition that took his life. His core blood and skin sample went to create cell lines to be preserved for future research studies. Each of his gifts went directly to save or improve the quality of life for others.
His whole body went to train emergency medical professionals and to improve equipment used in pediatric emergency medicine. He was gone for eight months on what we like to call his “internship” before we received his ashes back. One of his biggest accomplishments during his eight months away was to help the researchers get a new insertion site for a lifesaving procedure passed through the FDA. The researchers had tried to gain approval for this new location for seven years but had no success. After working with our son’s body, they resubmitted their proposed site and finally gained approval.
In the letter from the FDA approval board the researcher was told that the reason they were granted approval was due to the images of the neonate donor. Our little boy was that donor! My heart always beats a little faster when I share that part of his story! This new procedure is already being utilized around the world and children’s lives are already being saved.
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Yes, I miss my son. Yes, I wish we had been able to spend more than 80 minutes with him. Yes, I wish anencephaly was not part of our reality. But, that is not how our story was written.
Despite these things, I am proud of my son and the impact he has had on this world. My momma’s heart swells with pride when I think of the lives that will be saved because of his gifts.
I am thrilled to think that my son helped researchers come one step closer to finding a cure for debilitating conditions. I am happy for the families that will not have to say goodbye to their little ones and experience that heartbreak because of the new procedure our son helped develop. I am so thankful to say my son was a donor. For us, participating in donation added an extra layer of meaning to our son’s brief life.
My boy, Amalya Nathaniel (meaning “work of the Lord, given by God”), was indeed mighty! I couldn’t be more proud.
My husband and I established a nonprofit, Purposeful Gift, to teach families about various types of donations and offer them resources and support. To learn more about neonatal organ, eye, tissue, and whole body donation, please visit our website.
To see a documentary of our story, please visit agency.thehumanstory.com.
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